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promised above all was an easement of conscience to a middle
class still wealthy, still relatively lightly taxed, and still politically
predominant. The working classes as such were most certainly
not predominantly Liberal; unorganized Labour in the nine-
teenth century had been traditionally Tory and organized
Labour was already turning to the new Labour party. The
backbone of the Liberal party were the Nonconformists, the
talking classes, and those big business interests whose prosperity
depended, or appeared then to depend, on Free Trade. The
opposition to Mr. Lloyd George's campaign was equally hetero-
geneous, and was certainly not inspired primarily by selfishness.
On the contrary, there was, in the first decade of this century,
a very general uneasiness at the maldistribution of incomes.
The bitterness had been aroused not by the principle of com-
pulsory insurance but at the offer of something for nothing (or,
more exactly, ninepence for fourpence), which struck a new
and, to many, an unwelcome note in English politics. Were
forces being unloosed which it would be impossible to control?
It was the inherent objection to the policy, and, as some would
argue, its inherent evil, that it contained within it no self-
regulating principle. If it was ethical to give to millions of
voters, in exchange for fourpence, ninepence, then why not a
shilling or even one and sixpence? A vista of vicarious bene-
volence was opened up. It was for argument whether its
appeal was to the softest hearts or the softest heads. Certainly
it marked the turning point, which was to prove the point of
no return, for nonconformity. Already the hatred alike of
Rome and the Establishment had led the Nonconformists to
support the secularization of education. Now, abandoning the
hard and simple faith of their ancestors in the simple Word of
God as the sole necessary instrument of a salvation to be reached
only on the other side of the grave, they set out to build a sub-
sidized paradise on earth, to which all men should be persuaded
by the soft compulsions of political manipulation. The motive,
so we were assured, was unimpeachable. It was the general
betterment of mankind without tears, but the path of the new
redeemer by-passed Calvary. It led to No. 10 Downing
Street.
It was between 1906 and 1914, when the dangerous traverse